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Less Than Significant Impact. The Sweetwater River runs through the project site and flows
southwest through the Sweetwater watershed/hydrological unit. It is a tributary to the following
impaired water bodies: San Diego Bay Shoreline, San Diego Bay, Paradise Creek, the Lower
Sweetwater River, and Sweetwater Reservoir. The CWA Section 303(d) list identifies pollutants
for each of these water bodies. These include enterococcus, fecal coliform, phosphorus,
selenium, total dissolved solids (TDS), Total nitrogen as N, toxicity for the Lower Sweetwater
River; total coliform, enterococcus, fecal coliform, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) for the
Pacific Ocean shoreline; selenium in Paradise Creek, PCBs in San Diego Bay, and dissolved
oxygen in Sweetwater Reservoir.

As noted in IX.a., the project would be subject to applicable water quality requirements of the
CWA/NPDES Industrial General Permit, SMARA, and the RWQCB Basin Plan. With adherence
to these requirements, associated increases to any pollutant for which these water bodies are
already impaired would be rendered less than significant.

¢) Could the proposed project cause or contribute to an exceedance of applicable surface
or groundwater receiving water quality objectives or degradation of beneficial uses?

[] Potentially Significant Impact X Less than Significant Impact
[] Less Than Significant With Mitigation [ | No Impact
Incorporated

Less Than Significant Impact. The project is not anticipated to create or contribute runoff water
that would cause or contribute to an exceedance of applicable surface or groundwater receiving
water quality objectives, as the project site would incorporate appropriate project features and
BMPs to minimize water quality impacts, including de-siltation basins that would prevent
sediment from leaving the site while allowing water to pass through to existing drainage features.
Mining and reclamation grading would direct runoff from the disturbed areas towards the basins.
As noted in IX.a., the project would be subject to applicable water quality requirements of the
CWA/NPDES Industrial General Permit, SMARA, and the RWQCB Basin Plan. With adherence
to these requirements, associated contribution to exceedance of applicable receiving water
quality objectives or degradation of beneficial uses would be rendered less than significant.

d) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the
local groundwater table level (e.qg., the production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would
drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or planned uses for which
permits have been granted)?

[] Potentially Significant Impact [X] Less than Significant Impact
[] Less Than Significant With Mitigaton [ ] No Impact
Incorporated

Less Than Significant Impact. Groundwater would be used during the project's mining
operations for material processing, dust control, and irrigation. Water usage would depend on
production volume, which would vary year-to-year with market demand; however, the project’s
estimated water usage assumes the maximum annual production of 570,000 tons. Water usage





